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The Institute for Competitiveness & Prosperity is an independent not-for-profit 
organization established in 2001 to serve as the research arm of Ontario’s Task 
Force on Competitiveness, Productivity and Economic Progress. 

Working papers published by the Institute are primarily intended to inform the work 
of the Task Force. In addition, they are designed to raise public awareness and 
stimulate debate on a range of issues related to competitiveness and prosperity.

The mandate of the Task Force, announced in the April 2001 Speech from the 
Throne, is to measure and monitor Ontario’s competitiveness, productivity, and 
economic progress compared to other provinces and US states and to report to 
the public on a regular basis. In the 2004 Budget, the Government asked the Task 
Force to incorporate innovation and commercialization issues in its mandate. 

It is the aspiration of the Task Force to have a significant influence in increasing 
Ontario’s competitiveness, productivity, and capacity for innovation. The Task 
Force believes this will help ensure continued success in the creation of good jobs, 
increased prosperity, and a higher quality of life for all Ontarians. The Task Force 
seeks breakthrough findings from their research and proposes significant innovations 
in public policy to stimulate businesses, governments, and educational institutions to 
take action. 

The Task Force publishes annual reports to the people of Ontario each November.

Comments on Working Paper 11 are welcome and should be directed to the 
Institute for Competitiveness & Prosperity. The Institute for Competitiveness 
& Prosperity is funded by the Government of Ontario through the Ministry of 
Economic, Development, and Trade.
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