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Pessimism reigns in most countries; 
China the exception 

Strength of country’s economy

Poland

Greece

France

Japan

UK

Spain

Portugal

Lithuania

Ireland

All countries 8 16 4 32 39

3 4 27 66

2 5 31 61

1 11 1 25 62

5 8 3 27 57

3 12 2 32 51

4 13 31 51

4 9 6 42 39

2 15 4 14 64

4 16 2 40 39 China

South Korea

Russia

Mexico

Australia

Canada

USA

The Netherlands

Germany

Thailand 7 15 3 48 28

7 18 2 50 24

4 22 2 45 27

5 24 21 51

3 23 4 37 33

4 30 4 39 23

19 24 35 22

12 24 16 16 32

21 29 4 33 13

45 12 20 20 3

Stronger About the same dk/na A little weaker A lot weaker

Q9.  In your opinion, is the economy in [name of country] getting stronger, weaker or is it staying about the same?

Source: Environics/IriS Financial Confidence Survey 2009 Source: Environics/IriS Financial Confidence Survey 2009 
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The country is divided on bailing out the auto 
industry…even in Ontario 
Support for government bailout of auto industry
By region    December 2008By region    December 2008
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Q19.  Thousands of Canadian jobs are currently at risk due to the financial problems facing automobile producers.  The 
companies in the sector have requested financial assistance from the federal government to help them continue operating.  
Would you strongly support, support, oppose or strongly oppose the federal government providing financial support to the 
Canadian automotive sector, even if this contributes to a budget deficit?  
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Losing faith in the free market, many see a need for 
government intervention
Perception of free market system

Q.12

USA

Mexico

Portugal

South Korea

France

Lithuania

Russia

Poland

Greece

All countries 23 16 14 48

18 11 4 68

22 6 11 61

16 6 18 60

14 19 6 60

24 5 13 58

27 6 11 57

6 26 14 54

26 10 13 52

51 2 47 UK

Ireland

Japan

Germany

Spain

China

Canada

The Netherlands

Thailand

Australia 33 4 16 47

8 29 18 45

38 14 4 44

40 3 13 44

14 21 22 42

25 34 41

24 35 4 37

15 53 32

15 19 38 29

12 32 30 26

Free market works well Depends dk/na Free market doesn't work well


